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Mississippi Kite
Common Merganser
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
Magnolia Warbler
Yellow-rumped Warbler
Sandhill Crane*
*This species was not a confirmed breeder, but it
is notable that a pair of Sandhill cranes spent the Confirmed Breeding 2016
summer in region 3 and demonstrated courtship Number of Species
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. . i 0-11
confirmation will be possible in 2017!
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European Starling
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Northern Cardinal 22797
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”T ‘g Il 16732 species in Virginia from to bird a little farther from home, when possible. Ifyou are able to survey in any
Am Enrar: ZO:::;\: —_— Mar-Sep 2016. Note that of the light blue counties, consider a new birding area for next year!
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this list includes species from
Mourning Dove 14222 a diverse range of bird

Barn Swallow 14125 species, e.g. gulls, waterfowl,

American Crow 12839 blackbirds, ﬁm'hes‘,?nd 2016 Survey Effort
several songbird families.
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Bird on Virginia!
Intrepid Atlas volunteers logged over 10,000 hours of effort this summer,

b b an awesome accomplishment for the first season. In year two, we hope
WWW' Va a2' or g to facilitate Atlas efforts in our more rural counties to spread that birding

power a little more evenly across the state.

Species Profile: Common Merganser
(Mergus merganser)

In the eastern US, this large, predatory duck species typically
breeds in northern boreal forest areas. However, their range
continues to expand south following large rivers into Maryland
and Virginia. This year, an Atlas volunteer documented a female
with four chicks on the Shenandoah river, the first breeding
confirmation for a VA BBA. Other volunteers documented pairs of
Common Merganser on rivers throughout western VA. Exciting
evidence of a possible range expansion, these data also highlight
the value of a BBA to better our knowledge of Virginia’s avifauna.
Depariment of Game. It's amazing what a paddle down the river or on the local dam

& Inland Fisheries, 1 ™ can turn Up!
(Photos by Bob Schamerhorn - www.iPhotoBirds.com)
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